








Pharisees Feed off the shame of sinners:
• Pharisees play the comparison game: If she’s dirty, 

then that must mean I’m clean
• Pharisees believe that their own righteousness and 

effort will save them.
• Pharisees don’t want people who are stuck in sin to 

be freed.
• Pharisees believe that if someone can become 

righteous through forgiveness, without effort on 
their part, it cheapens the nature of righteousness.

“The greatest enemy to human souls is the self—righteous spirit
which makes men look to themselves for salvation”

- Charles Spurgeon -





1) In our approach to Jesus, we need to be less like Simon and more like the prostitute:
• Is Jesus your Saviour & Lord or is He a tool to be used for your advantage?
• “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
• In our pride and self-righteousness, God Himself will oppose us.  
• But in our admission of need and brokenness we receive grace.
2)  In our approach to the lost, we need to be less like Simon and more like Jesus.
• Sometimes Christians are too much like the Pharisees in this passage.
• The world needs Christians who hold out compassion and grace for the worst sinners that 

the world can produce.
• We need to be the kind of people that the lost and broken feel safe keeping company with.  
• Not because we excuse and dismiss sin, but because we believe that Jesus can bring 

freedom from the same sins that we have been forgiven of.


