
Forgiving &
Being Forgiven



Becoming Like Jesus
The  Practices of a disciple:

1. Be with Jesus
2. Become like Jesus
3. Do what Jesus did
“Make sure you aren’t living a ‘Vampire 

Christianity’ where we say to Jesus, “I’d 
like a little of your blood, please. I don’t 

want to be your student or have your
character.  In fact, excuse me while I get on 

with my life, and I’ll see you in heaven.” 
– Dallas Willard -



“Sin	is	not	breaking	a	rule,	
it	is breaking	a	relationship.”

Eugene	Peterson



Forgiveness
Forgiveness	is	when	we	release	those	who	sin	against	us	from	
our	personal	right	to	collect	on	the	moral	debt	for	their	offense.

When	Jesus	encountered	sin	in	need	of	forgiveness:
• He	didn’t	choose	to	ignore	it,	minimize	it,	or	look	the	other	way.
• He	didn’t	gloss	over	the	fact	that	the	sin	caused	damage	to	relationship.
• He	wasn’t	retributive:		He	didn’t	choose	to	pay	the	person	back.
• He	acknowledged	the	sin,	but	then	chose	to	forgive	it.		It	cost	Him.



Forgiveness is not

• Forgiveness	does	not	mean	forgetting,	
it	means	learning	&	changing.

• Forgiveness	is	not	the	same	as	
reconciliation,	but	opens	the	door	to	it.

• Forgiveness	doesn’t	mean	you	allow	
someone	who	has	hurt	you	the	
opportunity	to	hurt	you	again.

• Forgiveness	is	not	a	one-time	event	
but	an	ongoing	practice.

Forgiveness	is	when	we	release	those	who	sin	against	us	from	
our	personal	right	to	collect	on	the	moral	debt	for	their	offense.



Forgiveness & Love



Questions:
1.What parts of the Pharisee’s attitude do 

you relate to?
2.What is so compelling about the way 

that Jesus interacts with this woman?
3.How have you seen the correlation 

between forgiveness and love in your 
own life?



Part	1:	Being	Forgiven	by	God
Ask	the	Holy	Spirit:

• Is	there	anything	in	my	life	for	which	I	need	to	repent?
• Is	there	anything	in	my	life	of	which	I	haven’t	fully	received	God’s	forgiveness?

Take	time	to	listen.		Note	the	areas	He	reveals.		Confess	your	sins	asking	for	His	forgiveness.

Invite	the	Spirit	to	heal	and	reveal	the	forgiveness	that	is	yours	in	Jesus.

Part	2:	Who	Do	I	Need	to	Forgive?
Invite	the	Holy	Spirit	to	reveal	specific	offenses,	people,	or	circumstances	in	which	
forgiveness	needs	to	take	place.	

Take	time	to	listen.		

Record	what	you	sense	the	Spirit	speaking	to	you,	so	that	you	can	take	the	time	this	week	to	
process	and	pray	through	it.	

Take it home:


