
Is Family Everything?



Community
The  Practices of a disciple:

1. Be with Jesus
2. Become like Jesus
3. Do what Jesus did



All the More



The Church: God’s Family



The Church: God’s Family



Jesus	did	not	prioritize	the	Family	Unit	
– He	didn’t	pursue	getting	married	
and	having	children.		He	and	His	
Father	always	had	other	priorities.	
His	heart	was	for	those	without	

families:		The	widow,	the	orphan,	the	
stranger,	the	alien,	and	the	poor.

Is Family Everything?

Jesus	asked, “Who	is	my	mother?	Who	
are	my	brothers?” Then	he	pointed	to	
his	disciples	and	said, “Look,	these	are	
my	mother	and	brothers. Anyone	who	
does	the	will	of	my	Father	in	heaven	is	
my	brother	and	sister	and	mother!”

FATHER TO THE FATHERLESS, 
DEFENDER OF WIDOWS — THIS IS 
GOD, WHOSE DWELLING IS HOLY.  

GOD PLACES THE LONELY IN 
FAMILIES…



Allegiance to Family

Socially Acceptable Priorities for Western Christians

“A	large	crowd	was	following	Jesus.	He	
turned	around	and	said	to	them, “If	
you	want	to	be	my	disciple,	you	must,	
by	comparison,	hate	everyone	else—
your	father	and	mother,	wife	and	
children,	brothers	and	sisters—yes,	
even	your	own	life.	Otherwise,	you	

cannot	be	my	disciple.”
- Luke	14:25-26 -



Still not sure if your priorities are in the right order?  
Consider the following questions:

Is discipleship a priority in your home? Does your family see evidence that 
Jesus is the head and most important person in your home?
Is Christian community a priority in your home? Are you part of an active 
mid-week Christian community?  Do you attend church on a regular basis?
Do you invite other people into your home? Families that put God and His 
Family first see their home as a ministry tool, not as an escape.
Do you sacrifice your time to serve the Kingdom of God? If your family is too 
busy with its own interests and activities that you don’t have time to serve, it 
could indicate that you are putting the wrong family first.
Do you give sacrificially and generously to Kingdom causes? If you’re 
reluctant to give because you’re worried what it might cost your family, it could 
indicate that you are putting the wrong family first.


