
PRIDE
The	Root	
of	It	All



disrupting	the	track



pride

Pride convinces us that God is not  
interested in our ultimate good and 

that we don’t need Him.
Pride’s simplest definition is, 

“An excessive love of 
my own excellence.”  



God	gave	him	success
“Pride causes us to resist 

submitting to God 
because we think we can 
handle things fine on our 

own.  We snub advice 
and counsel because we 
know best what is good 

for ourselves, and we 
shun dependence on 
God or anyone else as 

unnecessary weakness.”

Rebecca DeYoung
Glittering Vices



Like all vices, pride first shows up in our thinking.  It starts with an inflated sense of self, and trickles 
into an egotistical disposition towards others and ends with a deflated view of God…

PRIDE DIAGNOSIS:
• Do you look down on those who are less educated, less affluent, less refined, and less successful 

than yourself?  
• Are you proud of the schedule you keep, how disciplined you are, and how much you're able 

to accomplish?  
• Do you think your way is the right way, the only way, or the best way?
• Do you talk about yourself too much?  Dominate conversation?
• Are you driven to receive approval and praise, and be accepted by others?
• Do you try to leave a better impression of yourself than is true?
• Do you find it easy to justify bad behaviour?
• Do you become defensive when criticized or corrected?
• Do you have a hard time admitting when you're wrong?
• Are you quick to find fault with others?
• Are you thinking about how these questions apply to someone else?

infecting	the	heart



pride	on	the	outside

“Pride is the natural love 
for myself, magnified 
and perverted into 
disdain for others.”

 Jeff Cook
Seven Deadly Sins and the Beatitudes



To BREAK PRIDE, we CONFESS and 
learn the PRACTICES of HUMILITY:

Self-reflection, being teachable, confessing 
weakness, listening to others, admitting 

mistakes, offering grace, showing empathy, 
practicing gratitude, etc…

The practice of humility culminates in 
putting God and others first through 
SELFLESS and SACRIFICIAL SERVICE.

“The Lord has told you what is 
good, and this is what He requires of 

you:  To do what is right, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with your God.” 

Micah 6:8

confess	& Turn	from	sin


