
A Reversal 
of Fortunes



Expressing Emotion

Not like me… More like me…



Brighten Up!
חַמֵשָׂ

In the Old Testament, there are 
several words for “joy”.  Some 

are used to describe an 
expression of emotion such as 
“rejoicing”, but the one most 
frequently used describes a 

state of being that an individual 
or group experiences when 

their negative fortunes have 
been reversed… a brightening 
up or the easing of a burden… 

a sense of relief.



The Rescuer
Isaiah 9:1-7

For you will 

break the yoke 
of their slavery and 

lift the heavy burden 
from their shoulders.  

You will break 
the oppressor’s rod,

just as you did when you destroyed the 
army of Midian.  The boots of the warrior & 

the uniforms bloodstained by war 

will all be burned. 
They will be fuel for the fire.

- Isaiah 9:4-5 -



Mary’s Joy
Oh, how my soul praises the 

Lord.  How my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior! For he took 
notice of his lowly servant 
girl, and from now on all 

generations will call me blessed. 
For the Mighty One is holy, and He 

has done great things for me. 
He shows mercy from generation 

to generation to all who fear 
him. His mighty arm has done 

tremendous things! 
- Luke 1:46-51 -

Luke 1:46-51



Trading Places
Luke 1:51-54

The humble 
“God has exalted with dignity.”

The hungry 
“God has filled with good things.”

The helpless 
“God has given help.”

The proud 
“God has scattered.”

The powerful 
“God has brought down low.

The prosperous 
“God has sent away with 
nothing in their hands."



Great Joy for all People
Do not be afraid. I bring you 

good news that will 
cause great joy for 

all the people.  
Today in the town of David 

a Savior has been born 
to you; He is the 

Messiah, the Lord...
…Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth 

peace to those on 
whom His favor rests.

- Luke 2 -

Luke 2:8-14


